
Gerdy’s Newsletter 

Dear Friends, 

  

I thank you one and all most sincerely for your continued support in so many capacities 

throughout the past year.  Without your devotion to our cause we could never have 

accomplished what we have done to date.  I am pleased to tell you that by pulling 

together in diverse ways, WE have made a huge impact on MANY lives this past year, 

animal and human.  You will see some examples in this Newsletter. 

  

This past year WE have comforted those entering nursing homes and hospitals by taking 

their beloved pet and finding a new home rather than euthanasia.  WE have aided 

animal owners in need with generously donated pet food.  WE have helped stray cats 

by providing sterilization and vaccinations so people who can then give them a home 

and get them off the streets.  YOU have been with me and my team every step of the 

way, because without YOUR financial help, so many could not have been saved.  But 

we have had many triumphs over the past year because when the chips were down, 

YOU came to our aid with donations for serious surgeries in particular when we 

appealed for help. 

  

This year saw a great increase in surgeries both for 

sterilization and emergency cases.  Animal 

neglect accounted for a number of necessary 

surgeries and treatments.  We have yet to look 

into the eyes of a dog or cat who is no longer 

suffering after being helped, without seeing the 

gratitude, sometimes given with a purr or a lick of 

the hand.  YOU made it possible, we were only 

the instrument.  YOU made it possible for those 

with 3 legs to enjoy life with an appreciative new 

family, running about happily.  Each and every 

suffering cat and dog we took under our wing 

has benefitted from a renewed life thanks to YOU. 

Golden Oldie cats and dogs have found 

retirement homes instead of facing euthanasia.  

They were not ready for the scrap heap and we 

proved it!  Sometimes a little “tune-up” vet help 

does wonders!  

  

We are keenly aware that these are hard financial times.  We do all we can at as low a 

cost as we can get.  Every cent is stretched, but we never shortchange the animals in 

our care.  They get what they NEED.  We are all volunteers, and I take this opportunity 

to thank you ALL for your assistance, wherever and whatever given.  To our DONORS—

THANK YOU!  Every $ counts!  YOU are our backbone.  There are time-donors too, 

wonderful fundraisers, helpers at events, my vets and staff, my volunteer staff and 

helpers, there are so many to thank and such little space.  THANK YOU EACH and 

EVERY ONE, it truly “takes a village” of caring people to get the work of animal rescue 

done effectively as well as behind the scenes efforts!  To those of you who had bake 

sales, nail clipping events, special meal events, sales events, fostered for us-- this is the 

result of your efforts—saved lives! 

  

Now on to the rest of this Newsletter to show you what YOUR valued support has 

accomplished this past year!  A PAT ON THE BACK TO YOU ALL, TAKE A BOW!   
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For 5 ½ years Ladybug seemed a social misfit here at Gerdy’s.  We could just never find her a home where she 

wanted to REMAIN.  Great homes were offered, but she screwed up as only a dog can when unhappy.  At a low 

point, despairing of ever placing this “problem” girl, in spite of having a benefactor for her care, we even thought it 

best to “do the humane thing” and made a vet appointment for euthanasia.  We’d be with her when she’d pass.  

  

That day we bought her a great big sandwich to have at the vet clinic as a last meal.  Ladybug met us at Chez San-

dra on her leash.  All happy, excited, pleased to go for a drive in Gerdy’s van!  We who loved Ladybug, cared for 

her and tried so hard to get her a home, all ended up in tears seeing Ladybug so JOYFUL!  Ladybug jumped up at 

Gerdy’s van door, smiling, FULL OF LIFE!  “LET’S GO!!” 

  

We looked at each other, cancelled the vet appointment, gave her the sandwich (devoured in 2 gulps) and Kim 

took her instead to play ball in the nearby dog run.  We dried our tears, felt inner relief, but wondered if we indeed 

did the right thing for Ladybug.  We’d not euthanized before for this reason.  We felt it was a sign to wait.   

  

Right from the start when we got her, this dog had THE LOOK.  We had all seen it before, we see THE LOOK in rescue 

and know what it means.  THE LOOK is special and in the eyes.  Now realize ALL dogs looking for new homes are spe-

cial to us, but some dogs are specifically intended as MESSENGERS.  They have a higher PURPOSE to fulfill.  They are 

intended specifically to be where needed and they know that. 

  

Ladybug was a GREAT dog until placed on trial in a home.  She’d bounce back to us.  So we gave up and took a 

new direction, we’d just play HER game and WAIT.  Oh we WAITED!!  And WAITED!  Then Kim got a sudden inspiration 

about someone she knew, and asked him if he’d like to meet Ladybug.  Yes.  Well LOVE at first sight for both, but we 

still had concerns maybe Ladybug would not be happy once again.   

  

But as it turned out it literally was a match made in Heaven.  And Ladybug gave US a lesson 

in FAITH!  You see, she was INTENDED only to enter Neil’s life and stay with HIM.  For whatever 

reason.  She only let go when she was with him, she knew she was where she was SUPPOSED 

to be.  She was herself, just a regular dog.  Ladybug will fulfill her purpose one day.  

  

DOG is GOD spelled backwards, and who are we to question DOG?    
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LADYBUG CHOOSES HER HOME AT LAST! 
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She was not even 7 months old and 5 pounds when abandoned in a rural area, wandering 

about looking for food and shelter.  All of a sudden a leg-hold wild animal trap sprung and her 

left front paw was ensnared at the wrist.  She struggled and the more she struggled in pain to 

break free, the tighter the wire got.  She was caught in one of the most cruel means of trapping 

wild animals for their fur.  She could not break free and the pain was excruciating.  There was 

no other choice left her.  Because she was without hope of release and suffering, she only had 

one option, and that was to chew her own paw off. 

  

We don’t know how long it took her to do so, but we DO know that she put so much pressure 

on her nose in doing so, that it was swollen to over twice its normal size.  Her suffering had to be 

immense.  Someone later told of spotting  a cat with an injured leg, a man looked for her, and 

found her helpless.  Her leg was badly infected but she was safe at long last.  Gerdy was called 

and had the life-saving surgery done.  The vet surgeon said it was a dreadfully infected injury. 

  

All the staff at St Lazare loved this small-built  tortoiseshell cat and fussed over her as she started to recover.  Hope 

LOVED to be carried about, held in tender arms.  One of the techs took her home to foster for us and nurse her to the 

adoption stage.  Now HOPE is ready to be adopted, full of hope for a better life as she moves about on her 3 remaining 

legs.  She can NEVER be allowed outside, she is strictly indoors now!  She is tested negative for FIV/FelV and was spayed 

during her leg surgery, and is vaccinated and dewormed.  

  

We will get this dear deserving girl a home where she will be appreciated and loved the rest of her life.   After all a so-

called human being caused her suffering, is it not fitting she have her own personal Earth Angel from now on?  We will 

see that her dream comes true!   

HOPE, SURVIVOR OF FUR TRADE CRUELTY 
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HAPPY EASTER 

EASTER, the little ShihTzu who was found burned and thrown in a hole to die, has been adopted 

by her foster mom! 

 

EASTER was given wonderful care and treatments on her back result-

ing the eventual restoration of her coat and skin back to normal, 

thank you Maria for your tender care, it truly was an Easter miracle 

what you did.  Easter continues to be blind in one eye and nearly 

blind in the other, we suspect from the ammonia that built up in a 

urine-soaked cage.  Easter will need continuing vet care for some 

time to come, but has a home to go to as long as she lives.  Easter is only one of many pup-

pymill dogs who have lost eyesight this way, we need to get puppy mills CLOSED DOWN!  
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WHITE TIP – FIV POSITIVE & LONELY 

In good health, he is looking for a home by himself OR with another FIV cat to keep him company.  At 2 years old, 

he had grown up outside as a kitten who could not be caught, and survived 2 outside years, with a skunk as a 

friend, and being fed by a kind woman.  He loves other cats!  Finally caught, he 

has been neutered and vaccinated.  He only asks for cuddles, food, and shelter 

as an indoor only cat.  Kind, quiet, not pushy and no trouble.  White Tip is typical 

of the wonderful cats dumped outside to survive as a stray. 

  

UPDATE:  White Tip has been ADOPTED into a home with another FIV POSITIVE cat, 

he is very happy and content.  If YOU have an FIV Positive cat why not consider 

taking another for company and save one more FIV POSITIVE life?  They are 

GREAT cats who deserve a chance too!  

LAIKA AND THE NONUPLETS 

250 adoptions were done 

this year, and many of 

them had been injured, 

old, abused or aban-

doned but we found 

homes, thanks to YOU!  

Five year old BONKERS 

came to us with PICASSO, 

his buddy, a 14 year old 

d o g  ( w h o  w a s 

adopted!).  Bonkers now 

lives the good life, cher-

ished as an indoors-only 

cat! 

OUR 2250th ADOPTION TO DATE:  BONKERS 

LAIKA, the backyard breeder Chocolate Lab 

mom who had such a bad infection, and each 

of her pups, have found their forever homes.  10 

lives were saved because of YOUR donations.  

We were able to get surgery done on Laika to 

remove deep uterine infection, now she is also 

sterilized as will be each of her pups.  A WON-

DERFUL dog family who otherwise would have 

repeated the breeding cycle.  Laika would 

have died without help.  We THANK all the fos-

ters and helpers we had to care for them, be-

cause pulling together got them off to a good 

start in renewed ADOPTED lives. 

CAT LAWS 
 
 Always give generously. A small 

bird or rodent left on the bed tells 
them, I care. 

 Climb your way to the top. That's 
why the drapes are there. 

 Curiosity never killed anything ex-
cept maybe a few hours. 

 If you're not receiving enough at-
tention, try knocking over several 
expensive antique lamps. 

 Life is hard, then you nap. 
 Make your mark in the world. Or at 

least spray in each corner. 
 Never sleep alone when you can 

sleep on someone's face. 
 Variety is the spice of life. One day 

ignore people, the next day annoy 
them. 

 When eating out, think nothing of 
sending back your meal twenty or 
thirty times. 



We had more than the usual amount 

of EMERGENCY LIFESAVING SURGERIES 

to do this past year on incoming res-

cues.  Amputations, broken bones, 

blockages, tumors, infections -  with 

ADOPTIONS after!  - Laika, Tank, 

Khalessi, Easter, Serge. Kayla, Mali, etc. 

KIDS HELP TOO! 
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The future lies with our children!   Kudos to 

Elisabeth Farcas and her John Rennie 

High School students for their class project 

on puppy mills and animal abuse.  They 

also raised money for Gerdy’s Rescues 

with a bake sale and donations.  Other 

children asked for Birthday Donations to 

Gerdy’s instead of gifts.  Still others had 

bake sales, lemonade stands, helped at 

sidewalk fundraisers.  Their enthusiasm 

bodes well for the future!   These are our 

voters, politicians, lawyers, and  judges of 

tomorrow who will get laws changed due 

to their early awareness of the problems 

that exist today.  

"I AM AN ANIMAL RESCUER" 
 

My job is to assist God's creatures 
I was born with the drive to fulfill their needs 

I take in helpless, unwanted, homeless creatures 
without planning or selection 

I have bought dog food with my last dime 
I have patted a mangy head with a bare hand 

I have hugged someone vicious and afraid 
I have fallen in love a thousand times 

And I have cried into the fur of a lifeless body too many times to count 
I have Animal Friends and friends who have animal friends 

I don't often use the word "pet" 
I notice those lost at the road side 

And my heart aches 
I know of no creature unworthy of my time 

I want to live forever if there aren't animals in Heaven 
But I believe there are 

Why would God make something so perfect and leave it behind 
Some may think we are master of the animals 

But the animals have mastered themselves 
Something people still haven't learned 

War and Abuse make me hurt for the world 
But a rescue that makes the news gives me hope for mankind 

We are a quiet but determined army 
And we are making a difference every day 

There is nothing more necessary than warming an orphan 
nothing more rewarding than saving a life 

No higher recognition than watching them thrive 
There is no greater joy than seeing a baby play 

who only days ago, was too weak to eat 
By the love of those who I've been privileged to rescue 

I have been rescued 
I know what true unconditional love really is 
for I've seen it shining in the eyes of so many 

Grateful for so little 
I am an Animal Rescuer 
My work is never done 
My home is never quiet 

My wallet is always empty 
But my heart is always full 

 
Author:   Annette King Tucker 

“You cannot do a kindness too soon, 

for you never know how soon it will 

be too late.” 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

REGIS the Great Dane, gets 

his back scratched by his 

horse friend Maverick at his 

adoptive home.  

17 NEW LEASES ON LIFE 

A dog wags his tail with his heart. 

Dogs come when called.   Cats take a 

message and get back to you. 

And what are cat diapers called? 

PamPurrs? 


